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Landlords beware
Carley Jackson explains the new changes to EPC regulations and what this 
means for you

On 1 April 2018 new ‘Minimum Energy Efficiency 
Standards’ were introduced so that all new tenanted 
properties should meet a minimum energy performance 
rating. The changes are part of the UK’s wider target to 
tackle climate change and reduce total carbon emissions 
by 80% by 2050. As a property owner or occupier, it is 
important you are aware of the new changes and how this 
will effect you. 

Legally, all properties marketed for sale or to let must 
carry a valid EPC (energy performance certificate). The 
EPC contains information about a property’s energy use, 
typical energy costs, and recommendations on how to 
reduce energy consumption. An EPC gives a property 
an energy efficiency rating from A (most efficient) to G 
(least efficient) and is valid for 10 years. There are a few 
exceptions that the EPC regulations allow for, such as 
agricultural buildings, certain listed buildings, buildings 
to be demolished, leases of more than 99 years, and leases 
of less than six months. 

The changes make it illegal to let residential or 

commercial properties with an EPC rating of F or G. 
Tenants of existing properties will also be caught by the 
new EPC regulations if they choose to sublet space to 
third parties. 

At present, the changes only apply to new sales or lets. 
However, as of 1 April 2020, landlords must not continue 
to let any buildings that have an EPC rating of less than E, 
unless they are exempt. This means that from 2020 nearly 
all buildings in the UK will be affected. 

What do I need to do?
The changes mean that property owners should obtain 
an EPC as soon as they can when planning to lease or let 
their property. If the energy performance rating is within 
A to E then the property can be put on the market, but 
if the rating is F or G then works will need to be done to 
bring the property up to a higher efficiency standard.

The EPC recommendation report will contain 
recommendations on how to improve energy efficiency 
in the property. If the EPC rating is F or G, these 
recommendations will need to be implemented before the 
property can be marketed or let. However, any required 
improvements should have long-term benefits for the 
landlord and should reduce energy bills for the tenant.

The new regulations require only appropriate, 
permissible and cost-effective improvements to be 
carried out. If you are a landlord and you are required 

to undertake improvements, there are several schemes 
around that can help, such as the Green Deal and Eco 
Help, and your local authority should be able to assist 
with what is available. 

The financial impact of bringing the property up to the 
required energy standard may seem high, but this needs 
to be weighed up with the potential loss of income if the 
property cannot be rented out and sanctions below. 

What happens if I don’t comply?
Under the new EPC regulations, local authorities can 
issue compliance notices and ultimately, penalty notices, 
which are determined by the property’s rateable value. 
The penalties will reflect the degree of infringement and 
the length of non-compliance, with fines ranging from 
£2,000 to a possible maximum fine of £150,000.

Therefore, it is very important that landlords ensure 
they comply with these new regulations, otherwise they 
will be left with an empty property or financial penalties. 

If you are about to sell or let out a property, it is 
important you obtain early advice to ensure you do not 
breach these rules. 

IF YOU HAVE any questions or need advice or guidance, 
contact Carley at FTA Law on 0330 088 2275 or email 
carley.jackson@fta-law.com.
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Vida 3D printers deliver outstanding parts with unmatched 
accuracy and best-in-class surface finish. Our high-speed 
cDLM technology -- the Vida cDLM -- delivers stronger 
parts with isotropic properties.

E-Denture is a biocompatible Class 
IIa material suitable for 3D printing 
all types of denture bases.

E-Dent is a Class IIa material for the  
printing of crown, bridge and full 
roundhouse temporary restorations.
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